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Rationale 

In line with the Equalities Act (2010) we aim to ensure that any child, irrespective of protected 

characteristics (These are age, disability, gender reassignment, marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy 

and maternity, race, religion or belief, sex, and sexual orientation.) is treated fairly and with respect. The 

law states that the public sector equality duty includes a general duty to, “Foster good relations between 

people who share a protected characteristic and those who do not.” This policy can be adapted to suit 

individual needs.  

Children at Broadbent Fold receive high-quality phonics teaching to secure the crucial skills of word 

recognition that, once mastered, enable children to read fluently and automatically. When children 

become fluent readers, they are able to concentrate on the meaning of the text. It is essential children 

acquire secure and automatic decoding skills to progress from ‘learning to read’ to ‘reading to learn’ for 

purpose and pleasure. The ultimate goal of learning to read is comprehension and enjoyment.  

Aims 

Teaching to read include: 

• Teaching children aural discrimination, phonemic awareness and rhyme to aid reading, writing and 
spelling development.                       

• Encourage the use of segmenting and blending so that decoding skills provide a sound foundation 
for reading, writing and spelling. 

• Ensure the teaching of phonics is lively, interactive and investigative. 

• Enable children to use phonic awareness across the curriculum. 

• Ensuring children know the 44 phonemes within the English language. 

• Teach children to recognise the graphemes within words and associate them with the appropriate 
phoneme when reading. 

• Provide children with strategies to identify and decode ‘tricky words.’  

• Enthuse and engage children with a love of reading by sharing a range of high-quality children’s 
literature. 

 

Our approach to teaching phonics and early reading  

Phonics is taught daily in EYFS and KS1 focusing on reading, spelling words and sentences using the ‘First 
Class Phonics’ program. See Appendix 1 for the systematic progression of sounds taught in phonics, the 
overview for ‘First Class Phonics’ is split into 5 phases/sets. 
 
The systematic progression sets out our expectations for phonics progression in EYFS and KS1.  
Progression shows the expectations for reading and spelling words with GPCs which is from the simplest to 
the more complex GPC and takes into consideration the frequency of GPCs found in the most widely used 
phonically decodable reading schemes.  

Throughout First Class Phonics, children will review and revisit previously taught GPCs and words, daily, 
weekly and within our designated ‘Revisit’ weeks. These weeks are built into the programme at 
appropriate points to assess key aspects of learning. It also includes specific ‘Reading’ weeks which allow 
teachers to focus their assessment on specific reading skills e.g. reading without picture prompts, reading 
uncommon real words and ‘alien’ words and reading words with a range of graphemes and structures.  
 
This progression also shows the expectation for additional word reading skills such as the reading of 
suffixes which have alternative pronunciations e.g. –ed; words that need to be ‘re-pronounced’ e.g. words 
using the ‘schwa’ pronunciation; word structures e.g. multi-syllabic and Common Exception (tricky) Words.  
 



At Broadbent Fold, we expect the majority of children to make this level of progression if teachers 
maintain the recommended pace, provide regular practice and children participate on a daily basis. 
However, for children who struggle to ‘keep-up’, regular analysis of gaps and difficulties and additional 
support using First Class Phonics will ensure that they also make good progress. 
 
Appendix 1 – Systematic progression from EYFS to KS1 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Phonics lessons are split into 4 sections: Revisit and review; teach, practise and apply. This incorporates 
revisiting sounds already learnt, learning a new sound, practice through a game or activity and applying to 
a sentence/word.  
 

Assessment 
 
In EYFS and KS1, children are grouped according to similar phonics ability. Each group is monitored and 
reviewed regularly as part of the ongoing assessment of phonics.  
 
Assessment and progression are continually recorded, with information gathered through a range of 
approaches, including talking to children, questioning, observation, listening to children read decodable 
texts, assessing blending and segmenting skills, reviewing written work, and using specific phonics tasks 
and dictation. Teachers use this assessment information to identify specific gaps or misconceptions in 
children’s phonics knowledge, including gaps in grapheme-phoneme correspondences (GPCs), blending, 
segmenting and the application of phonics when reading and writing. This information is used to plan 
subsequent teaching, set appropriate targets and identify children who require additional targeted 
intervention.  
 
The attainment and progress of children in phonics is assessed discretely on a half-termly basis and tracked 
throughout the year. The Phonics Screening Check is used as an additional assessment point in Year 1, with 
pupils who do not meet the expected standard continuing to be assessed and supported in Year 2 & 3. 
Assessment information is also used to inform judgements about children’s attainment and progress in 
Reading and Writing at the end of each term. 

 

Phonics Screening Check 
 
At the end of Year 1, children participate in the phonics screening check which assesses their knowledge of 
grapheme phoneme correspondence and blending skills. This information is submitted to the Local 
Authority. For children not achieving the phonics screening check further intervention and targeted 
support is put in place to enable them to complete the screening check again at the end of Year 2.  

Children who require extra support to develop their phonic knowledge across Key Stage 1 and 2 receive 
targeted interventions. For children who do not pass the phonics screening check a second time, provision 
is made for interventions and targeted support in Key Stage 2. 



Additional information about the Phonics reading check can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-information-for-parents 

Any pupil entering Year 2 who has not met the expected standard in the Phonics Screening Check, or who 
has identified gaps in their phonics knowledge that are impacting on their reading or writing, will receive 
targeted phonics intervention. This support will continue as pupils progress into Key Stage 2, where 
appropriate, to ensure that gaps are addressed and pupils develop the phonics knowledge and skills 
needed to become confident, accurate readers and writers. 
 
Children in KS2 use their knowledge and comprehension skills from KS1 to focus on becoming fluent 
readers, learning different spelling patterns and rules (see Reading Policy for further information). 
 
Reading in EYFS  & Key Stage One 

In EYFS and KS1, children have access to a phonetically decodable reading book (a numbered book) from 
one of our range of nine reading schemes: Songbirds, Rocket Phonics, Dandelion, Big Cat Letters and 
Sounds, Project X, Floppy’s Phonics, Word Sparks, Bug Club and Traditional Tales.  
Children’s decodable reading books are selected to complement their phonics learning and will be at least 
two weeks behind the phonics being taught in their daily sessions, allowing children to consolidate 
previously taught sounds and develop confidence and fluency. 

Alongside their decodable phonics book, children also take home a colour-banded book to support the 
development of their wider reading skills. These books provide opportunities to develop fluency, 
vocabulary, tricky word recognition and comprehension. Children are taught a range of comprehension 
skills, including retrieval, vocabulary, inference, sequencing, prediction and decoding. 
 
In EYFS & KS1, children have access to a range of picture, fiction and non-fiction library books. The children 
will also bring home a library book of their choice, providing an opportunity for families to share stories 
together, enjoy reading for pleasure and nurture a lifelong love of reading. 

Across the school, all classes enjoy whole-class texts and class reads, which are shared in a variety of 
engaging ways. Children also participate in taught reading sessions using high-quality texts, with a range of 
question types linked to the National Curriculum content domains. In EYFS, early reading skills are taught 
alongside developing basic comprehension. ( see our Reading policy for further information). 

Our aim is for every child to become a confident, accurate and enthusiastic reader, developing strong 
phonics knowledge alongside the wider reading skills needed to understand, enjoy and respond to 
increasingly complex texts. 
 

How to support your child with Phonics 

There are many ways you can help support your child’s phonics learning: 

• Be a model of good speaking and listening. As a parent, regularly introduce and talk about new 
words and vocabulary with your child. 

• Read your child’s phonics book at least three times. Please read your child’s phonics book at least 
three times and record this in their reading diary. Repeated reading helps to develop your child’s 
confidence, accuracy and fluency. The books are carefully matched to the phonics sounds your child 
has already been taught in school. This means that, with regular practice, your child should become 
increasingly confident and be able to read the book fluently, rather than having to sound out every 
word each time they read it. Re-reading also helps your child develop expression and understanding 



while building their enjoyment of reading. 
 

• Build confidence through shared reading. You can support your child by: 
*Reading the book aloud first while your child listens. This models fluent reading, expression and 
pronunciation. 
*Reading together by reading aloud and leaving out some words for your child to join in with. 
This encourages them to follow the text, recognise familiar words and have a go at reading in a 
supportive way. 
*Taking turns to read a page each. This gives your child the opportunity to practise their reading 
while keeping the experience enjoyable and positive. 
*Building towards independence. As your child’s confidence develops, encourage them to read 
more of the book independently. 
*Revisiting tricky words. If your child finds a word difficult, go back to it and practise it together. 
Remember that not all words are decodable. Some may be tricky words or high-frequency words 
that your child needs to learn to recognise. 
*Read to your child regularly. Reading stories and other books aloud to your child models good 
reading skills, develops vocabulary and promotes a love and enjoyment of reading. Encourage your 
child to listen to and discuss the story, characters and new vocabulary. 
*Sing! Teach nursery rhymes and songs and provide regular opportunities for your child to sing and 
recite. This supports listening skills, rhythm, rhyme and language development. 
*Play rhyming and phonics games. Make learning sounds and words fun through simple games and 
activities at home. 
*Support phonics-related homework. Help your child practise activities linked to phonics, such as 
spellings, reading and writing. 
*Work in partnership with school. Attend phonics workshops at school and speak to your child’s 
class teacher if you would like further advice or support. 
 
There are many fun games and activities on the internet to provide extra phonics practice for your 
child  
These include: 

• Phonicsplay.co.uk 

• Oxfordowl.co.uk 

• https://letters-and-sounds.com/ 

• Teachyourmonstertoread.com 

• https://www.phonicsbloom.com/ 

• Topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds 

• Additionally, there are additional phonics apps on ipads and tablets that you can search and 
download.  

Useful Links 
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk  
Oxford Owl is a free website built to support you with your child’s learning.  You’ll find age-specific reading 
and maths tips and activities, eBooks, and lots of fun ideas to really bring your child’s learning to life.  You 
will also find support and advice on a range of questions you may have – including helping your child with 
their phonics, motivating boys to read and ensuring your child is doing their best in maths. 

www.bookstart.co.uk 
This website provides information about the national Bookstart scheme and the Bookstart packs that your 
child will receive as a baby, a toddler and at age three to four. It also gives information about sharing books 
with your child. You can find out about Bookstart events in your area, which you can attend with your 
child. 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
http://www.bookstart.co.uk/

