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Rationale 

In line with the Equalities Act (2010) we aim to ensure that any child, irrespective of protected 

characteristics (These are age, disability, gender reassignment, marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy 

and maternity, race, religion or belief, sex, and sexual orientation.) is treated fairly and with respect. The 

law states that the public sector equality duty includes a general duty to, “Foster good relations between 

people who share a protected characteristic and those who do not.” This policy can be adapted to suit 

individual needs.  

Children at Broadbent Fold have high-quality phonics teaching to secure the crucial skills of word 

recognition that, once mastered, enable children to read fluently and automatically. Once children are 

fluent readers, they are able to concentrate on the meaning of the text. Children need to acquire secure 

and automatic decoding skills and progress from ‘learning to read’ to ‘reading to learn’ for purpose and 

pleasure. The ultimate goal of learning to read is comprehension and enjoyment.  

Aims 

Teaching to read include: 

• Teaching children aural discrimination, phonemic awareness and rhyme to aid reading, writing and 
spelling development                       

• Encourage the use of segmenting and blending so that decoding skills provide a sound foundation 
for reading, writing and spelling 

• Ensure the teaching of phonics is lively, interactive and investigative 

• Enable children to use phonic awareness across the curriculum 

• Ensuring children know the 44 phonemes within the English language 

• Teach children to recognise the graphemes within words and associate them with the appropriate 
phoneme when reading 

• Provide children with strategies to identify and decode ‘tricky words.’  

• Enthuse children with a love of reading and share a range of high quality children’s literature with 
them 

 

Our approach to teaching phonics and early reading  

Phonics is taught in daily sessions in EYFS and KS1 focusing on reading and spelling words and sentences 
using the ‘First Class Phonics’ program. See Appendix 1 for the systematic progression of sounds taught in 
phonics, the overview for ‘First Class Phonics’ is split into 5 phases/sets: 
 
The systematic progression sets out our high expectations for phonics progression in EYFS and KS1.  
The progression shows the expectations for reading and spelling words with GPCs. The progression goes 
from the simplest to the more complex GPC and has been organised to take into consideration the 
frequency of GPCs found in the most widely used phonically decodable commercially produced reading 
schemes.  

Throughout First Class Phonics, children will review and revisit previously taught GPCs and words, daily, 
weekly and within our designated ‘Revisit’ weeks. These weeks are built into the programme at 
appropriate points to assess key aspects of learning. It also includes specific ‘Reading’ weeks which allow 
teachers to focus their assessment on specific reading skills e.g. reading without picture prompts, reading 
uncommon real words and ‘alien’ words and reading words with a range of graphemes and structures.  
 
This progression also shows the expectation for additional word reading skills such as the reading of 
suffixes which have alternative pronunciations e.g. –ed; words that need to be ‘re-pronounced’ e.g. words 
using the ‘schwa’ pronunciation; word structures e.g. multi-syllabic an Common Exception (Tricky) Words.  



 
At Broadbent Fold, we expect the majority of children will make this level of progression if teachers 
maintain the recommended pace, provide regular practice and children participate on a daily basis. 
However, for children who struggle to ‘keep-up’, regular analysis of gaps and difficulties and additional 
support using First Class Phonics will ensure that they also make good progress. 
 
Appendix 1 – Systematic progression from EYFS-KS1 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Phonics lessons are split into 4 taught sections: Revisit and review; teach, practise and apply. This 
incorporates revisiting sounds already learnt, learning a new sound, practicing it through a game or 
activity, and then applying it to a sentence/word.  
 

Assessment 
 
Pupils in EYFS and KS1 are put into similar groups of phonetical knowledge. These groups are monitored 
and reviewed constantly as part of the ongoing assessment of phonics. 

We continually assess our pupils and record their progress. Information for assessment is gathered in 
various ways: by talking to children, asking questions, observing their work and setting specific tasks. 
Teachers use this assessment information to plan further work and set new targets. The attainment and 
progress of children in phonics is assessed discretely on a half termly basis and tracked throughout the 
year. These assessments also support judgements made at the end of each term for Reading and Writing.  
 

Phonics screening check 
 
At the end of Year 1, children participate in the phonics screening check which assesses their knowledge of 
grapheme phoneme correspondence and their skills in blending. This information is submitted to the local 
authority. Those children who do not succeed in the phonics screening check are highlighted for further 
intervention and targeted support before completing the screening check again at the end of Year 2.  

Children who still need extra support to develop their phonic knowledge across Key Stage 1 and 2 are 
identified and targeted for interventions. For children who do not pass the phonics screening check a 
second time, provision is made for them to receive intervention and targeted support in Key Stage 2. 

Children in KS2 build upon their phonic knowledge and early comprehension skills from KS1 focusing on 
becoming fluent readers and learning different spelling patterns and rules. (See Reading Policy for further 
information). 
 

 

 



 
 
Reading 

All EYFS and KS1 children will have a phonetic decodable reading book from a range of 9 schemes such as: 
Songbirds, Rocket Phonics, Dandelion, Big Cat Letters Sounds, Project X, Floppy’s phonics, Word sparks, 
Bug Club and Traditional Tale. Pupil’s phonetic decodable reading book will be two weeks behind where a 
pupil is in their daily phonics.  

All classes have whole class texts and class reads that will be shared with the children in various ways. We 
also have taught reading sessions using high quality texts, focusing on many different question types which 
relate to the content domains. The content domain sets out the relevant elements from the national 
curriculum programme of study. In EYFS early reading skills will be taught alongside some basic 
comprehension.  
 

How to support your child with phonics 

There are so many easy things you can do to help support your child’s phonics learning: 
 

• As a parent, you are the model of good speaking and listening. Regularly introduce new words 
(vocabulary).  

• Read to and with your child - this models good reading skills and promotes reading enjoyment, 
read your child’s individual reading book every day to practise decoding, fluency and 
understanding.  

• Sing! Teach nursery rhymes and songs and make lots of opportunities to sing and recite them. 

• Play rhyming/phonics games and activities. 

• Support your child with any homework set linked to phonics e.g. spellings / education city.  

• Attend phonics workshops at school and ask for further advice from your child’s class teacher. 

• There are many good games and activities on the internet to support your child with phonics. 
These include: 

• Phonicsplay.co.uk 

• Oxfordowl.co.uk 

• Letters-and-sounds.com 

• Teachyourmonstertoread.com 

• Phonicsbloom.com 

• Topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds 
 
 

Review 

This Phonics policy will be reviewed by the Phonics Leader and the senior leadership team. 

Date for next review of this document April 2023. 

Signed: Miss A Lewis  
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