
DOGS are able to learn the names of new objects.
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looked at the use of hospital clowns and standard care, 

and popular arcade games like  and 

predicted that the UK games market could be 

it takes to work in the games industry and check out 
some amazing resources at 

 

They were asked if climate change was 
a global emergency and whether they 

countries with the highest emissions, 

Under-18s were more likely to say 
climate change was an emergency, 
while more women and girls in the US, 

concerned about global warming than 

A total of 81% of people in the UK 

A team of researchers in Australia has worked out the 

 

Another slightly bonkers theory was that the creatures 

But the new research suggests the dung passes through two 

they become cubes,  

who led the new 
research, thinks it might 
be because wombats communicate with each other using 
their poo smells, and that the cube shape helps stop it from 

Some poo!
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 has teamed up with                   show  and the                                       to make a series of videos 
for you to watch at home or at school, called 

        he to

SKY Kids 

Helpline: 0800 11 11

EACH has a freephone helpline for 

harassment.
Helpline: 0808 1000 143

Helpline: 0808 808 4994
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feel ashamed or embarrassed about 
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 Can you tell us a bit about your new 
story, ?
My new book is about the riotous adventures of 
Viking twins Hack and Whack, their wolf cub Bitey-
Bitey, their friends Dirty Ulf, the girl who hates baths, 
and Twisty Pants, who is always bragging about how 

and Whack track trolls, go raiding and steal all the 

mixture of wild fun and how I imagine life might  

 What made you choose Vikings as the 
characters for this book?
I love Norse mythology and I love funny books about 
naughty rebellious children, so I combined both 

Hack and Whack are young Vikings, their parents 

 Did it take a lot of planning to 
create the new characters?

My characters tend to evolve as I write, 
but I have adored making up the names 

 Hack and Whack are quite naughty! Were 

 

  is a bit naughty too, so what 
is it about naughty characters that you like 

I like their energy and the way they do unexpected 

 
How closely do you work with the illustrator 
to make your vision come to life?

a brilliant illustrator and then standing back and 

illustrator, and I knew instantly he was perfect for this 
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 creator Francesca Simon 
is back this week with a brand-new tale 

We found out why she�s so fond of coming 
up with naughty characters!

by Francesca Simon 
is out now!

 

 You studied medieval history when you 
were younger, so is there any other era that 
you would like to set your books in?

 Will we see any more stories 
about Hack and Whack?

 
at home, so do you think this is a great 

 
 

and not worry about their spelling or what 

 What advice would you give to kids who 
want to write their own books?
Keep a notebook and write down any ideas that strike 

 
your character WANT more than anything?  

 
what they want? When you know the 

 If you could give ten-year-old you 
a piece of advice, what would it be?
One day, your frizzy 
curly hair will be 
admired by everyone 
and no-one will ever 

yourself and enjoy 
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around Dirty Ulf, in homage [paying respect] to Pig-Pen, 
one of my favourite 
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Comic Relief�s Red Nose Day is on Friday 19 March. There�s a whole night of brilliant and funny TV  
to entertain the whole family and to raise money for the projects supported by Comic Relief!

COMIC Relief 2021 
why laughter is so important!
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This year, the ten Red 
Nose Day noses are 

designed to look like cute woodland creatures! Get yours 
from Sainsbury�s or comicrelief.com/shop.
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